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office than that these principles should be carried Into effect,
was not alive to the obvious opportunity of silencing criticism.
It must be remembered that the principle of Parliamentary
control was all this while struggling into politics, and that
the demand for a docile and uncritical House of Commons
In 1794 or 1797 had no more justification In the eyes of men
who thought the principle important than the same demand
when It was addressed to the Opposition during the American
War, at which time Pitt was as deaf and scornful to It as
anyone else. To forget that this conflict was necessary
during all these years is to misunderstand entirely the whole
spirit of Fox's career.
There Is one further comment to be made on the opposi-
tion to Pitt's domestic policy, and that Is that It must be
kept in mind In considering England's foreign policy. To
Fox the career of oppression abroad was intimately con-
nected with designs on freedom at home. That had
been his view of the American War, and it was a view
he shared with Chatham, who rejoiced that America had
resisted and withdrew his son from the army rather than
allow him to serve against the colonists, and with Rich-
mond who said in 1775 that "the only thing that could
restore commonsense to his country was feeling the dread-
ful consequences which must soon follow such diabolical
measures." It is worth while to quote Fox's speech in 1777
In resisting the Bill for suspending the Habeas Corpus Act
in America.
" Mr. Fox said that the bill served as a kind of key, or
index to the design that ministers had been for some years
manifestly forming, the objects of which they rendered visible
from time to time, as opportunity served, as circumstances
proved favourable, or as protection increased and power
strengthened. It resembled, he said, the first scene In the
fifth act of a play, when some important transaction or cir-
cumstance, affecting the chief personages in the drama, cornes
to be revealed, and points directly to the denouement This
plan had been long visible, and however covertly hid, or